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New York, April 1.

ILL you younger readers permit

ne a more reminiscent letter

than I usually write? Ah, yes, I

know that you who have lived a quar-

ter of a century, or less, get fnatten-

live as scon as a man who has lived

half & century, or more, begins to tell

about things he saw when he was

young: But we have this week a re-

production of “The Two Orphans” with

a company awhich bravely, boldly,

hvrzuenly chailenges comparison with

the one which gave the American in-

troduction of that melodrama twenty-

Tine years ago. So what can an oldish
fellow do but lock backward?

“My goodness, but it doesn't seem =o
}4>1vg," I saild to a survivor of the orig-
inal cast, who was in the audience at
this revival, “since I saw you give a
performance which insured you an in-
come for life. Mrs. Stevenson,” I said
—for JRate Claxton is still the wife of
Charles Stevenson, although she has of
late years declined to live with him-—
“I don't mean your first appearance at
the Union Square theatre as the blind
orphan, but that later one in a Brook-
lyn cafe.” She looked at me inguiring«
1y. “On the night that the Brooklyn
theatre burned,” I explained, “the first
editions of the New York morning
newspapers contained accounts of the
fire with no intimation of the loss of
200 Tlives. When word was received in
the offices—not by ’phone, a9 there was
none—that few of the people in the
gallery had got out, all the reperters
availeble were hustled across the river

not. by trolley car and bridge, as thers
was neither—and I wag one of the
Young fellows who went over by ferry,
ran a mile up the steep sireet and ar-
rived breathing hard at the place of
the disaster. Several of us found you
in the back room of a saloon where
you had taken refuge. You still wore
the tattered gown of the beggar, Lou-
ire, and in her manner you were shiv-
ering with fright. You gave such a
depiection of terror as I had never seen
bhefore and have never seen since.”

“Deo you mean to say I was acting?”
Mra. Stevenson exclaimed

“Yes,” 1 insisted, “and acting splen-
didly because unconsciously. You felt
every whit of the emotions you ex-
pressead and spontaneous:y employed
every bit of your ability as an emo-
tiona® actress in the uu'\\‘itting achieve-
ment.”

Kate Claxton did not need to be tola
why 1 spoke of this involuntary per-
formance as having insured her an in-
come for life, But the redder may like
to knew, too. By a.chaace she was the
only member of the company at hand
when the eager reporters got there. By
another chance she was a fluent talker,
made eloquent by excitement. Her
rapid narrative of her .flight from her
dressing room through a cellar to the
sireet was sent to our morning Jour-
nals .in New York and thence tele-
graphed all over the land. Not until
s moon was any other player's talk
published. By that time Kate Claxton
had gained more publiclty in the reas-
ing matter of the press than $1,000,000
would have bought in the advertising
columng. After twenty-niné years she
is still making tours in “The Two Or-

phans.”

About the revival of this old play?

Well, one fact is- made clear. Tha
longevity is not due to Kate Claxton's
good advertising luck, although that
has helped: nor to the Impetus given

at the outset by a cast of Suitably gifts
ed actors, although thap helped., too:
but to Adolph D'Ennery, the French

author, a master craftyman in melo-
dramatic work. Two fToster sisters are
abducted upon' their arrival in Paris,

e by an aristocratic lbertine, and
he other by a bestial beldame with a
wiful son. Not until the end of a
long play do they get together in hap-
py safety. In the meantime their vir-
tues had had pitiful and perilous en-
counters with vice., Their stories are

carried along separately in the action,

hile a third concerning a proud fam-
fly's secret gives a background for the
two others; vet there is never in all

» shifting of episodic dcenes a min-
ute of confusion in plot or lapse in in-
erest. The seven sections, If you will

est.

member, closed with gituations
which are not fore yet are very
strong—to make you wipe your eyes

for the maldens, clench your fists for
ir enemies and clap your hands for

ends
nnery had a favorite trick of
laming, blinding and deforming the
sufferers in his fiction for the stage,
and he made a double play for sym-

* with it when he assoclated the

shfless Louise and 1he erippled
Pierre They won out with the new
iroadway audience on Monday night
as ey had in Union Sqguare in 1874.
b

88 in dramatic ar: has been con-
ble in the intervening twanty-
ears and a quarter. No ongsvho

ites nowadays other than crudely

for the rabble dares to let his charac-
ters tell their motives and intgetions
in soliloquies, but nearly all of D'En-
nery's last act is made vp of such ai-
Y explanationg to the auditnce, But

every other waspect this work re-
iaing, in my judgmeént, the best model
in its class.

A play which authors like to cite as
proof that American marnagers don't
know good mafter when they read it,
is this same one of “The Two Or-

phang.” Hart Jackson saw it acted In
P ., bought the right for this coun-
on credit at $750, made a transla-

tion in which he judiciously, but clum-

sily, lopped off an aect, offered it in
valn to all our producers of that day

at length, just before his option
expired, persuaded A. M. Palmer to

an advance on the low pur-
The weather wa= blizzard
nd stormy during the first three
1ve of its presentation here, and the
audiences were small and rather chil-
1 The feeling of the eritics seemed
t that a Bowery melodrama had
been misplaced in Broadway., A less
¢, but calmer, piece made r1eady in
» for rehearsal. But the aky soon
cleared over the venture and the sun
proaperity #ghone on it. But D'En-
ery added only the $750 to his wealth,
d Jackson got for his tinkering noth-
ing else than employment by Palmer g8
a seecretary. In these times the royalty
would amount to $20.000 -or more in a
single season, Palmer made a fortune,
to lese in later ventures. Kate Claxfon
became a star actress and purchased
the Jackson version, for which she is
eiving pay during the present re-
vival

The reproduction of “The Twe Ore
phans” with nine stars in the cast made
the theatrical occasion of the week. No
one of them had been a shiner of the
highe#st-known resplendence, and sev-
eral had no more than gleamed fiit-
fully., Yet Kyrle Bellew, James O'Neill,
Charles Warner, E. M. Hoiland, Mar-
garet Illington, Grace George, Annie
Irish, Elita Proctor Otfis and Clara
Morris were a remarkable assemblage.
I shall not go into any particulars of
comparison. Opinions are bound to dif-
fer, and mine would not be the con-
vipeing on= among the many. Merely
as a record I will set it down that, in
the order I have named them, they nave
the roles taken originally by Charles
1. Thorne, Frank F. Mackay, McKee«
Rankin, Stuart Rolson, Kitty Blanch-
ard Rankin, Kate Claxton, Fanny Mo-
rant, Marie Wilkins a Ida Vernpon.
If the list arouses no es of your
own, as probably it does not; you may

>

be content with my estimate that the
hiew performarce fs better thanm the cld
cne in some places, poorer in othérs and
quite equal in the general average.
James O'Neill is mentionable further
a8 the nearest to a survivor of the orig-
inal company. He followed Mackay as
the cripple in the second season.

And there's Clara Morris—good old
Clara Morris! Next to Palmer in the
reminiscent affection of the Monday
audience—which gave two protracted
spélls of applause to him—she was hon-
ored above any and all of the partici-
pants in the meémorable show., She
was a sad sight in lost comeliness, her
voice of fofmer persuasive melody

ute part of Sister Genevieve scemed to
tax all that remained of her once won-
drous emotional power. Nevertheless,
she praved herself still an actress per-
sonally and instinctively, before she be-
gan to act professionally in the single
incident of the nun’s brief yole, the holy
WwWoman's first lie to save an Innocent
girl from exile as an outeast. Some of
the people fired a premature volley of
welegme at a no-account nun who was
on the scene when the curtain lifted,
mistaking a young actress, much to her
confusion, for the famous genius who
had not been on a Broadway stage in
fifteen years. That blunder seemed to
increase the strength and length of the
demonstration when the
self made her entrance & minute after-
ward. It was no wonder that her eves
filled with tears, her hands trembied
and her feet faltered. Béyond a doubt
she was deeply moved by proof so af-
fectionately posftive that, for old ac-
quaintance not forgot and the daye
auld lang syne, the laurels of the night
were given to her.

Nor was it any more to be doubted
that Clara Morris, the woman, wasn't
for an instant separated from Clars
Morris, the actress. The woman, if left
to herself under the -clreumstances,
might have overflowed her eyes with
tears, clasped her hands in a vain ef-
fort to hold@ them still and wabbled on
her feet in faintness, but there would
not have been any dramatic activity in

clackled and wheezed and the five-min- |

Morris her- |
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her disclosure of real emotion. How
different was -the actress who domi-
1 nated the woman! She stretched outr
| her arms as though beseeching the peo-
rle to cease their applause, she lifted
her outspread palms to heaven as
though in prayer for a blessing on them
and finally, after nearly doubling her-
self to the ground in a grateful bow,
turned and retreated  up stage as
!(hough unable longer to face her tri-
j umph. Clara Morris in her memoirs
| describes herself as having been per-
{re(-tly self-posszssed under any stage
}on]eul. Her former companions tell
| many corroborative stories of her un-|
| broken composure under ail tests of
! prearranged acting or unforseen accl-
dent. So her behavior on Monday night
was interesting phenomena.

1
]
The fineness of that aveowediy ﬁne?
line between the sublime and the ridic- |
| ulous was, perhaps, never more keenly
i felt than when Henrik Ibsen’s tragedy
| of “Rosmersholm” wag acted for the
| first time in this country and escaped |
{ open guying only by the timely inter- |
| vention of the ashestos curtain and(
general opening of exits to Broadway.
| Five minutes more and the audieace |
i
H
!

would have ceased to suppress and !
| given free vent to its appreciation of !
| absurdity. Considering that imminent
| possibility of unseemly levity, It is un-
doubtedly as well that Mr. Rosenteld |
had seen fit to cut the Ibsen drama'
| freely. “Ghosts,” for instance, or “A}
| Doll's House” could not be vomiv.l
{ Badly done, they might be, and not |
infrequently have been extremely dull.
But they are real. In his later work,
of which “Rosmershoim™ is an admired :
example, and his last play, “When We
Dead Awaken,” the most extreme, Dr.
{ Ibsen has deserted the realistic for the
symbolic with inereasing enthusiasm.
And it s in symbollsm that the fine
sublime-ridiculous line is finest. ‘“Ros-
mersholm” is a study in the imprac-
tibility of ideals, and is exposed in the
midst of and, to an extent, by means
of, an ancestral gloom centered upon
the home and family of the Norwegian
Rosmers—a pall-like cloud dread sim-
ilar to that enveloping the Poe house
of Ushér. But dread has a pretty up-

' A VERY FISHY LOVE STORY |
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¢ T WAS a hot August day,” said

the judge, leaning back in Hhis

desk chair: and Jooking out the
window, where the thick snow was
pelting down. . “Unele Jimmy and I
and Murphy, the guide, were out cast-
ing for bass along the east shore of
Virgin lake. You remember the place?
There where the bank runs up forty
feet high, with a lot of jack pines on
the top and old ‘Wappy's' cabin in the
middle of them? Close to the shore
there are a lot of tall green bulrushes,
with sorme big windfalls hanging down
among 'em. It's lovely water for bass.

“When we started out that morning
it looked lke rain, and ‘Murph’ and I
took our slickers along with us,
‘Murph’ said it was sure to rain before
night, but Uncle Jimmy knew better.
He wasn’t going to be troubled lugging
! a k;t. of slickers across the portages, he

said.

“Until after noon it was broiling hot
and we got fary a strike from a bass)
Uncle Jimmy got a few little ‘snakes
and I nabbed a couple of pike, but the
black bass were not biting at all. About
2 o'clock it eommenced to sprinkle and
about the same time the black bass be-
gan to go after our frogs. The rain
got heavier and so did the sbass.
‘Murph’ and I put op our slickers and
Uncle Jimmy sat there and got soaked,
but he was pretty game. Inside of an
hour we had got twenty bass among
us and the rain was just oozing out of
Uncle Jimmy.

“‘Say,” he eaid, finally, ‘when are
you fellows going in? I'm getting
tired.’

“‘Going in?" sald I, with a snort.
‘Going in? With the bass biting like
this! Why, we ain't going in till it
gets too dark to cast’

“The fish that were rising to our

frogs were all small mofiths, and not
one of them weighed less than two
pounds. 1 had ene four-pounder and a
couple more about as big. It was one
of the days a fisherman dreams of. Une
cle Jimmy was having his share of the
luck, but he did look mighty moist and
uncomfortable.

“There was a nice little breeze coming
out of the west with the rain.
wind from the west, it is the best,” you
know. It was just enough to blow us
along at the proper gait for casting
and keeap us out at the proper distance
from the lily pads and rushe® Then,

when we got to the end of the casting
ground, ‘Murph’ would row out and
back again to the beginning of the

weed beds,

“By 5 o'clack, for once in my life, I
had got almost enough of bass fishing.
My arm ached from eéasting and my
reel hand had half a dozen good bis-
ters on it.
careless, fooling with our fish after we
had hooked.them and letting them take
all kinds of liberties with us

“Finally 1T hooked a  good t‘hrce-
pounder and, after & hot fight, finaliy
pulled him up to within ten feet of the
boat. 1 was dragging the fish alnng
on the top of the water when ‘Murph,
the guide, cdlled out, in an excited
whisper, ‘Say, look at that other bass
a-follerin’ along.’ .

“We looked, and there, right beside
thé fish that was hooked, was another
bass a little larger, swimming along
with ite nose almost touching the hoa_d
of the cuss on the spoon. I tell you it
liiked mighty peculiar.

“*‘What's that mean?”
Jimmy.

“*[ ain't sure,’ says 'Murph,’ ‘whether
vou've hooked a lady bass apd that's her
husband coming along to try and help the
old lady out of her scrape, or whether
that big fellow behind is the maw or paw
of the fellow that took your frog. I've
seen a thing like that happen just once
before, and some folks holds one idea and
gome the other. For all T know the fish
on the hook may be a young lady bass
and the big one her beau. Pull in closer
to the boat and maybe we can tell more
about it.”
“I reels in almost all my lifle and gets
the fish within six feet of the boat. Still
the big fellow followed right along. Every
now and then he’d swim right up close to
the fish on the hook and rub his nose
against its nose. Then he'd swim along-
;lidc of it and seem to caress it with its
ns.
“‘Say,’ says ‘Murph’ ‘ain't that the
most Joving expression You ever seen on
a fish's face?'
“And not a blamed one of us laughs!
“Finally Unele Jimmy starts out to ry
to catch that free basz. He throws in a
nice green frog, just the right size and
as lively as a coricket,. The frog lands
within two inches of the big base's nose,
and the way it kicked and swum along
through the water must have been most
appetizing to a fish, but that bass never
paid the slightest attention to it. Uncle
Jimmy lets his frog drift back until it
brushes the bass in the nose with its
hind legs, and then the fish simply push-
ed it aside and came swimming flong be-
slde its captured mate. He fooled along
four or five minutes trying to interest the
bass in frog legs, bui never succeeded at
all. Then he reeis in, takes off the frog,
and puts on a ghantom minnow. It was
a brand new antom, green and silver,
with darker fins and a mighty pretty
halt, but It didn't work any better than
the lmﬁb The big bass would have noth-
o wit

agked Uncle

ing t it.
d then I'd give the bass
t)u'o{ ugh bt .!and
e
sliow it wg’

“Every no
an my %e a
like a ¥ My n-g *
hooked Hghtly in the upper jaw and there

‘The |

We were all getting pretiy !

- |

was a_ plece of pork rind which T was
using for bait sticking out of one side of
‘its mouth. As T watched the two fish
coming along through the water, I sud-
denly saw that the, big fellow had also
noticed that peork rind. He swam up
close t0 his mdte and made a savage clip
at the projfecting pork rind with his jaws.
He caught it, too, and then proceeded to
shoot around and throw himself almost
out of the water.

“ ‘B'gosh! You've got 'em both hooked,’
yelled “Murph.’

“l thought I had, too. and started to
reel hard, but just as ‘Murrh' was reach-
ing for the pair of them with his landing |
net the big chap shook the piece of pork
out. of his mouth ahd lay off a couple of
feet, still within six feet of the boat, and
watching us with both eyes. All this time,
you know, they were both on the top of
the water.

“‘Try him with a piece of pork rind,’ |
I called to Uncle Jimmy. ‘That's what
he seems to like.' {

‘“Uncle Jimmy put a nice brown piece |
of pork, with a white belly, on -his
spoon and let it drop almost into the |
jaws of the big bass, But he never even
smelt of ijt.

* ‘B'gosh!” sald ‘Murph.’ ‘that big fel-
ler was just trying to gét his wife loose
wheén he took your bait.’

_‘And it certainly did look that way.
Uncle Jimmy is a nice, gentle,
hearted little man, and he was

ning to be touched by

lova's devotion.

" *Through the furnace, unshrinking, thy
steps I'll pursue,

And shield thee, and save thee, or perish
theve, too.’

| I eaught him quoting, and there was

something shiny in his eye.

‘“‘S8ay, judge,’ he said: ‘let's let 'em go.
It's too much like breaking up a happy

this example of

home to suit me.’

“I was willing, for the devotion of
that big bass, whether it was materna!l
or uxorious, was certainly extremely |
touching. |

“‘I'm going to let it go,’ I says to|

‘Murph,” but he stonped me. |

“‘No use,’ he says. ‘That old girl rvn!
your hook has been dragging through |
the water too long. She's falr drowned |
by this time.’

“But I reeled her up to the boat and |
‘Murph' lifted her with the landing net.
It was a female bass all right. Then we
looked to see what had become of the
big fellow. He had disappeared.

“ “That's about where I gaw him last,’
I says, and makes a little cast with my
Jvmwv Spoon. It no sooner hit the W';(-l

ter than up he come, boiling, and fairly |
swallowed the hook, spoon, and swivels, |
and all, Then I expected a great fight. s
but, Lord! that bass never even tried
to gét away. Why, he just come run-
ning right up to the side of the hoat
and sat there, on his haunches, as quiet
as you please, waiting for ‘Murph’ to get |
busy with the landing net. Wea lifted |
him and he fell off the hook right hp-'
side his dead mate, and lay there with-
out making a single flop. I shall zllwuysl
fee]l—""

Juet
rupted.

“I wonder. judge.”
of the window, “if
all day?™

“I don’t know, sir,” snapped the judge,
sharply. “What did you call to See me
about, anyway?"'—Chicago Tribune,

i > ———
Z.C M I

10c Muslins, 83%c; 12%e¢ Cheviots, 10c.
-

then the listener rudely inter- |

he said. looking out
it's going to snow

CONFERENCE EXCURSIONS

To Salt Lake City Via D. & R. G.

From all points in Utah. Selling dates,
Ogden to Silver City, including Park
City, Bingham and Heber branches,
April 1 to 6, inclusive; final limit April
12, From all other pdints, April 1 to
5, inclusive; final limit. April 15. Fast

trains. Fine equipment. Service first-
class. See any Denver & Rio Grande
agent,
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Your Easter Attire

Not complete without the Spring Hat.
We are exhibiting the new shapes for
the season.

BROWN, TERRY & WOODRUFF CO.
166 Main street. |

Dr. E. M. Keysor's method of filling

teeth is painless. 162 Maln street, Auer-

bach building. Telpphone 1120 K,
—r—————

Neckwear Selections.
We are prepared for the Easter od-
casion with exclusive noveltigs,
BROWN, TERRY & WOODRUFF CO.
166 Main street.
.
D. J. Sharp Coal Co.
Office, 73 South Main street. Tele-
phones 719 and 430. Rock Springs and

Cumberland lump, nut and slack, and
anthracite,

$1.00 TELEPHONES.

For residences, Twenty outgoing calls
pe® month, no charge for incoming
calls; 21 cents for excess calls.

$2.00 TELEPHONES.

Unlimited serviece for residences,
ROCKY MOUNTAIN BELL TELE-
PHONE COMPANY.

For Easter

We show exclusive patterns and pew i

shades in NECKWEAR. P o3t

BROWN, TERRY. & TFRIC0
. 166 street. 5
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SECTION FOUR

ncve . 2o

es a natural confusion as to whether
the frequently audible prompter is or
= 18 ndt Ghe of the Ehostly “While Norses

) 4 of Rosmersholm” become chatty.
3 Now, 1 don’t want to be understosd
. ’ ' as prejudiced against Mr. Rosenfeld’'s
s = g . scheme, nor as endeavoring to preju-

Py ““‘ oy gy ! ice’ other wmainst it. ~A prospectus

promiging five productions—Shakes-
| ; peare, Ihsen, nn, Sheridan
. { &nd a new American drama as a fifth—

hill time of it in a glare of light suz- IS too worthy an undertaking to merit
gesiive of Chicago's State sireet or, a | other than the sincerest encourage-
Rogers brothers’ third act: and the | ment, But Intention is one thing and
voice of the prompter do#sn’t cause | realizfition, =mlas, another. Six weeks
that mystic thrili that the voice of an. agoe “'Rosmersholm” was announced 28
unseen soul i® geneglly credited with | the second of the Century Players' re-
creating. In fact, in as much as the | vivals, and.in that time they did not
Century players seem to require a cen- _!eam their lines.  Only one “Centu-
tury in which to learn their lines, they rian™ khew énough language to go on
might have selected an Thsen realistic with. and the others, when not repeat-
rather than symbolie play, that arous- ing what the audiencé had just heard

. = e

the prompter ‘speak, were stumbling
along, reaching for words and, &
course, so occtipied With hef& memo-
ry¥ that acting. even in its most all-
embracing sense, was not attempted.
In the audience I saw a4 man and a
woman who, as leading members in
cut-rate stock companies, have not
only learned a part a week, while giv-
ing two performances a day, but inter-
preted each role in an intelligent,
forceful, if not always poliched, man-
nes,

George Grossmith, fa his
monologties, used to give a
Ibsen play,” in which two creatures,
incidentally d'seased, concluded that
the only thing left to do avas to com-
mit suicide. Thereupon théy endéav-
ored to find a date on which both were
free from other ‘soclal engagements,
and finally set the happy day for

=satirical
“typieal

“Tuesday week.” To folk frivolously
fnclned the performance at the Prin-
‘¢és® was almost as funny. The conclu-
sion reached, the desirability of sui-
clde to a life without ideals, and. ex-
emplified in the departure of Rosmer
and the woman, hand in hand, to a su-
icidal bridge to fing themselves in
a mill run, *“to happiness! to happi-
ness!’ perches on that fine idea men-
tioned, and the prompler's wafted
words were enough to blow it over.
—_——————
Dr. Diemel Linen Mesh

Underwear, the sanitary garment of

Ladies’ Neckwear, Laces, Ribbons.
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P.W. Madsen’s Furniture & Car

51 to 57 EAST FIRST SOUTH STREET.
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A sensational sale begins in this de- | ﬁ ; s ; %
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Just to
Remind You

That vour fire insurance is about to
expire, or that you have none at all
How can you afford to neglect such
an imuortant matter? Cannot. If
your house, factory or store burns
down soon you'll thank us for this
hint—ought to thank us if they stand
firm for a year. No worry, you know.
WE WRITE, FIRE AND PLATE
GLASS INSURANCE.

Home Fire Insurance Co. |
* Neo.26 South Main St. |

THE GLAD FASTER TIME
b

00000

W. S. HENDERSON,

Main and Third Soath.

————— e —

W. 5. HENDERSON—BEST GROCER

“ The Tempting Store for Epicures.”

It's been spring a long time in this store—that is,
spring vegetables for two months past—

Crisp, Choice LETTUCE,

It's appetizing to just lcok at the good things arriving each day,

THE BEST BRANDS OF STAPLE AND FANCY GROCERIES ALL
THE TIME. Wholesale and retail dealers.

we've been selling

RADISHES,
CUCUMBERS.

Tel. Nog, 2

will be complete ¥ your songs and
carols are accompanted by the goul-
enchanting tones of that

A. B. CHASE PIANO

It {8 our highest pleasure to have
this “ideal” pi examined CRI -
ICALLY by you and your friend:.

VINSINT § CLAERLAN

51 and 53 Main. -

DRUNKENNESS

)

{ the sge. Sole agents. i
BROWN, TERRY & WOODRUFF CO,
166 Main street,
Z.C. ML L
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